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Common Core Anchor Standards 

n  Looking closely at text 

n  Drawing inferences from text 

n  Central ideas / themes 

n  Purpose, Audience, Tone 

n  Text complexity 

n  Craft of the text / words 



+
Finally! 

 A set of standards  
that is starting  

to catch up with what 
good teachers  

already do. 



+
Some Activities I’ve 
Collected Over the Years 
That Work… 
 
 
And Coincidentally the 
Common Core Standards 
Recommend these Skills  
as Well 



+
Idea: Reading Responses  (Handout) 

n Write at least four (4) 
complete sentences in 
your RR.  

n Give the page number, 
paragraph, or line 
number of the part you 
are responding to.  

n Mention which type of 
RR entry you are using 
(see below).  

¢  Give an Opinion  

¢  Ask a Question  

¢  Make a Connection  

¢  Significant Passage  

¢  Language Recognition  

¢  Cite the Claim  

¢  Interesting Intro  

Directions for Students Types of RRs 



+
Types of RRs 
n Give an Opinion 

n Ask a Question 

n Make a Connection 

n Significant Passage 

n Language 
Recognition 

n Find Foreshadowing 

n Theme Recognition  

n Spot the Setting 

n Character 
Description 

n Informed Prediction 

n Mark the motivation 

n Detect the Conflict 

n Find the Climax 

n Cite the Claim 

n Interesting Intro  

n Clever Conclusion 



+ Student Example of an RR 
15 October 2014 
Give an opinion 
 
Malala's story is an eye opener. Every morning so many of 
us complain about waking up to go to school, then complain 
about tests, then we complain more about the homework 
being given. It's a cycle of us being ungrateful for our 
education. We take these tasks for granted and don't have to 
worry about walking up the stairs to school and being 
confronted by the Taliban. Malala is a normal teenager in 
many ways. On page 2 paragraph 5, she explains her 
relationship with her friend Moniba. They would discuses 
make up, Justin Bieber, and twilight movies. There are many 
similarities, but every day when Malala walks throughout the 
school doors she feels as though she is in her own special 
world and would never be irritated by all the opportunities 
given to students in America. I think this is a reminder to us 
to realize all we have.  



Rahul D. to Eng II L2 Period 6  
Pg 381 Para 2& 3 
Connection 
 
I made a connection with Romeo and Juliet in this 
paragraph. Romeo goes to see Juliet but she has 
already "passed" away and was laid to rest in the 
tomb. I felt like Lancelot finding Guinevere dead is 
very similar as Romeo also finds Juliet “dead.” 
Another connection was also made in the following 
paragraph, Romeo dies soon after he finds Juliet 
dead. Lancelot also dies soon after he finds Guinevere 
dead. This shows the similarities between Romeo and 
Juliet and King Arthur's Story.  



Tommy R. to Eng II L2 Period 6  
Question: pgs 384-385 
 
How could the Knights of the Round Table be in the 
cave with King Arthur? I do believe it is King 
Arthur that the witness saw but I can't wrap my 
mind around how they could be there with him. 
After all, the book described and confirmed deaths 
of almost all the Knights of the Round Table. But, 
the book did not explicitly describe King Arthur's 
death, so the reader is not sure if somehow King 
Arthur could have been immortal. That is why I do 
not believe the knights in the cave are Knights of 
the Round Table. It just does not make sense to me.  



+
Types of RRs 
n Give an Opinion 

n Ask a Question 

n Make a Connection 

n Significant Passage 

n Language 
Recognition 

n Find Foreshadowing 

n Theme Recognition  

n Spot the Setting 

n Character 
Description 

n Informed Prediction 

n Mark the motivation 

n Detect the Conflict 

n Find the Climax 

n Cite the Claim 

n Interesting Intro  

n Clever Conclusion 
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Advanced RRs 
n Crossover  

(link 2 literary elements) 

n Archetype Alert 

n Connect Form & Content 

n Marxist Criticism 

n Feminist Criticism 

n Psychoanalytic Criticism 

n Cultural Connection 

n WW__S?  (What Would ______ Say?) 

n Doodle RR 



+What then? 
n Discussion Springboard 
n Small group / partners 
n Whole class 

n Mini Reading Conference with each 
student 

n RR Poster Gallery 





+What then? 
n Discussion Springboard 
n Small group / partners 
n Whole class 

n Mini Reading Conference with each 
student 

n RR Poster Gallery 

n Online Discussion (Edmodo)  



Leona P. to Eng II L2 Period 6  
 

I have a question, don't laugh at me if i 
sound stupid! On page 53 paragraph # 3, 
it says that "but before the knights of his 
court would be seated at the long table in 
the hall, a great strife broke out between 
them as to where they should sit." Why 
does it matter where they sit? Why would 
they get upset over something that little? 
Did they want to become closer to 
something? I'm so confused.  



Nicole G. said Sep 17, 2014  
 

Leona, that isn't a stupid question because I 
was wondering the same thing as I was 
reading! It says after the part you said, "for 
they counted it a great honour to be near the 
head of the table than near the foot." I 
believe they were upset because the knights 
felt if they sat near the head of the table 
they were more honored than if they sat at 
the foot. They fought because they all 
wanted to be classified as a more honored 
knight.  



Jovan M. said Sep 17, 2014  
 
Hey Leona that's not a stupid question at 
all. I see where you and Nicole are coming 
from and i agree with you both. I mean, 
like i said in my quote why must 
everything be a fight. Personally my 
opinion is, like you said why must you 
fight about where you sit. At least your 
able to sit at the "round table". this is 
complete childish and immature behavior.  



+What then? 
n Discussion Springboard 

n  Small group / partners 
n  Whole class 

n Mini Reading Conference with each student 

n RR Poster Gallery 

n Online Discussion (Edmodo)  

n Question on quiz: What was your best and why? 

n Turn an RR into a thesis / paper 

n RR Analysis Paper (on handout) 
n  Part 1: Analyze RR habits 
n  Part 2: Five best RRs and why 
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Why Written Reading Responses? 

n  Students must come up with an original 
thought—they can’t only summarize 

n  Students must tie the thought to the text 

n  There are no definitive “right answers”– 
though responses must be sufficiently 
supported with text 

n  More fruitful discussions– student driven 

n  Low-stakes writing fluency 



+
Most importantly— 

Writing is not merely 
a record of thought.  
It is an extension of 
thought. 



+
Idea: Genre Index 

n  Have students keep a running list of 
the titles of texts and their genres. 

n  Resist telling students a text’s genre. 

n  Teach them to be as specific as 
possible.  



+Examples of Genres 



+
Possible Arrangement  
of a Genre Index 



+
Why Attention to Genres? 

n  Get students in the habit of 
asking themselves, “What is 
this?” every time they see a text. 

n  They will have to look at 
structure, purpose, and even tone. 
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Idea: Quote Wall 

n  Francis Bacon’s notebook: a collection of 
quotes arranged by theme 

n  Post signs of themes like “Trust,” 
“Friendship,” or “Loss” on different walls of 
the room 

n  Throughout the year, have students add 
quotes from various readings to the walls. 
n HW after reading: Find a quote to put on the 

wall. 

n  Extension idea: Personal essay on a 
particular theme 



+
Idea: Concrete Found Poems 

n Concrete Poem– Poem in 
a shape 

n Found Poem—Poem made 
from the words in a text 

n Have students find 10 
quotes that center around 
a theme, setting, claim, or 
character. 

n Arrange those quotes into 
an apt shape. 
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Idea: Postcard Home 

n Where are you? 

n Do you like it? Why or why not? 

n  (Briefly—1 or 2 sentences) What has happened to you so 
far? 

n What are you struggling with? 

n What have you learned so far, about yourself or others? 

n What will you do? 

n How do you feel about the recipient? 

Brainstorming Questions: 





+  

Idea: Character 
To-Do List 

Students imagine 
all a character 
needs to do.   



Junior’s To-Do List (with page numbers) from Sherman Alexie’s 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 



+
Idea: Character Bucket List 

n What is the greatest thing the character could achieve 
in life? 

n Where in the world would the character want to travel? 

n What famous people would the character want to meet? 

n What is the ultimate expression of the character’s 
talents? 

n  If the character wrote a book, what would it be about? 

n What farfetched experiences could you see the 
character having? 

Brainstorming Questions: 


