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What is a Reading Response (RR) ? 

• After reading a text, students must 
write a response with an original 
thought 

• Minimum number of sentences: four 
• Cite a specific spot in the text 
 



(Optional) Step 1:  
Photocopy and Annotate 

• Or, photocopy just 
1-2 pages 

• Or, use post-its to 
annotate 



Reading Responses (Handout) 
Directions for Students 

• Write at least four (4) 
complete sentences in 
your RR.  

 
• Give the page number, 

paragraph, or line number 
of the part you are 
responding to.  

 
• Mention which type of RR 

entry you are using (see 
below).  

Types of RRs 

¢ Give an Opinion  
¢ Ask a Question  
¢ Make a Connection  
¢ Significant Passage  
¢ Language Recognition  
¢ Cite the Claim  
¢ Interesting Intro  
¢ Clever Conclusion  
¢ Tell the Tone 



Rahul D.  
Pg 381 Para 2& 3 
Connection 
 
I made a connection with Romeo and Juliet in this 
paragraph. Romeo goes to see Juliet but she has 
already "passed" away and was laid to rest in the tomb. I 
felt like Lancelot finding Guinevere dead is very similar 
as Romeo also finds Juliet “dead.” Another connection 
was also made in the following paragraph, Romeo dies 
soon after he finds Juliet dead. Lancelot also dies soon 
after he finds Guinevere dead. This shows the 
similarities between Romeo and Juliet and King Arthur's 
Story.  



Activity 

• Read “Walter George Bruhl” (in packet)  

• Annotate 

• Write one RR, two if time.  Don’t forget: 

• Label the RR 

• Write a minimum of 4 sentences 

• Cite a paragraph / line 



In Partners 

• Each of you share your RR 

• Ask your partner at least one question 
about his/her RR 
• When you share, go to the spot in the text 
that you cited. 

• Together, write a new RR 



Be on the lookout… 

• Often students will simply summarize 

• Push them to have an original thought 



How to Grade 

• 4 sentences 

• Label 

• Citation 

• Original thought / effort 
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Advanced RRs (handout: “Semester 2”) 
¢ Crossover  

�  (link 2 literary elements) 

¢ Archetype Alert 
¢ Connect Form & Content 
¢ Marxist Criticism 
¢ Feminist Criticism 
¢ Psychoanalytic Criticism 
¢ Cultural Connection 
¢ WW__S?  (What Would ______ Say?) 
 



Activity 
• Read “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin. 

• Annotate. 

• Write an RR– you can choose a basic or 
advanced RR.  You can also invent an RR, as 
long as you label it. 

• Make sure you do not choose the same 
category as your first RR. 



In Groups of 4 - 5 

• Each member should share her/his 
RR. Be sure to direct others to the 
cited place in the text when it is your 
turn to share. 

• Among yourselves, elect one RR you 
think should be shared with the class. 



What then? 
• Discussion Springboard 

• Small group / partners 
• Whole class 

• Mini Reading Conference w/ each student 
• RR Poster Gallery 





What then? 
• Discussion Springboard 

• Small group / partners 
• Whole class 

• Mini Reading Conference w/ each student 
• RR Poster Gallery 
• Online Discussion (Edmodo) / Poll 



Leona P. to Eng II L2 Period 6  
 

I have a question, don't laugh at me if i 
sound stupid! On page 53 paragraph # 3, it 
says that "but before the knights of his court 
would be seated at the long table in the 
hall, a great strife broke out between them 
as to where they should sit." Why does it 
matter where they sit? Why would they get 
upset over something that little? Did they 
want to become closer to something? I'm 
so confused.  



Nicole G. said Sep 17, 2014  
 

Leona, that isn't a stupid question because I 
was wondering the same thing as I was 
reading! It says after the part you said, "for 
they counted it a great honour to be near the 
head of the table than near the foot." I believe 
they were upset because the knights felt if they 
sat near the head of the table they were more 
honored than if they sat at the foot. They 
fought because they all wanted to be classified 
as a more honored knight.  



Jovan M. said Sep 17, 2014  
 
Hey Leona that's not a stupid question at 
all. I see where you and Nicole are coming 
from and i agree with you both. I mean, like i 
said in my quote why must everything be a 
fight. Personally my opinion is, like you said 
why must you fight about where you sit. At 
least your able to sit at the "round table". 
this is complete childish and immature 
behavior.  



Shane C. to Eng II Honors Period 7  
Reading Response 5: Language Recognition 
 
While reading Psalm 19, I came across two similies 
right next to one another. They are "Who is like a groom 
coming forth from the chamber, like a hero, eager to run 
his course" (68). After I read them, I realized the 
purpose they served in the Psalm. The similies 
described the sun, and the path it seems to take every 
day. The ancient Hebrews said the sun traveled every 
day from one end of heaven to the other. This illustrated 
how much the sun mattered to these ancient people. 
The fact that they said the sun was a gift from God and 
that it was from heaven itself shows how important the 
sun was to this ancient civilization. 



Ethan R. said Oct 3, 2014  
 
When I was reading the Psalms, I also 
noticed the similes but failed to make the 
connection to Ancient civilizations. I know 
the Greeks believed that Helios drove the 
sun everyday across the sky in a chariot, 
but I did not know the Ancient Hebrews 
believed in a similar concept.  



Edmodo Poll 



What then? 
• Discussion Springboard 

• Small group / partners 
• Whole class 

• Mini Reading Conference w/ each student 
• RR Poster Gallery 
• Online Discussion (Edmodo) / Poll 
• Every two weeks, students type up/hand in one 
• Question on quiz: What was your best and why? 
• Turn an RR into a thesis / paper 
• RR analysis paper (handout) 



 
RR Analysis Paper (see handout) 



RR Analysis Paper 



Doodle RR (Handout) 

• Visual Language 

• Left-brainers struggle, and usually 
draw pictures of the plot 

• Give students ideas about how to 
doodle / infodoodle 



Activity 

• Read “Elephant in the Dark” by Rumi 

• Take some time to do a Doodle RR. 

• Be sure to cite part of the Doodle RR, 
in this case with a stanza number. 

• (Variation: Have students additionally 
label 4 parts of the doodle.) 



Part 2: RR Gallery 

• Tape your page somewhere 
around the room. 

• With a pen or pencil, circulate 
around the room. 

• Read each RR, and then write a 
meaningful, specific comment or 
response.  Sign your comment. 



Doodles  
as Springboards  
for Infographics 



Student 
Infographics 













Why Written Reading Responses? 
• Students must come up with an original 
thought—they can’t only summarize 

• Students must tie the thought to the text 
• There are no definitive “right answers”– 
though responses must be sufficiently 
supported with text 

• More fruitful discussions 
• Usually, all the important points in a text are 
covered 



Why Written Reading Responses? 
• Writing is an extension of thought– we don’t 
know what we think until we write about it 

• Low-stakes writing 
• Writing fluency 
• At the end of the year, students have whole 
notebooks full of literary criticism 

• K. Gallagher: “It doesn’t matter how good 
the writing standards are if the students 
aren’t writing way more than the teachers 
can read.” (Twitter, 2013) 



Stay in Touch! 
marilynpryle@gmail.com 
marilynpryle.com 
     Marilyn Pryle      
     @MPryle 


