
Reading Responses
Starter Pack

Welcome and congratulations for
taking this classroom-changing step!

Make your class more 
student-centered TODAY!

Teacher Instructions
Student Handout
15 Starter Categories
3 Student Examples

Included in this Guide:

Marilyn Pryle



 Make copies of the handout and distribute.

 Review the requirements for writing an RR.

 If needed, show students an example or two.

 Assign an RR for your next chunk of reading  

 (a chapter, poem, article, etc.)

 Enjoy their responses! You can do a whole-

class discussion or small groups.
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3.
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Teacher Instructions
Because RRs are student-driven, 

only a small bit of set-up is required!

Close Reading
Metacognition
Writing Fluency
Quoting / Citing
Improved Test Scores
Student Voice & Choice

Benefits: Want to know more?
 

Check out my book 
Reading with Presence 

or enroll in my 
online course!

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e08867.aspx
http://marilynpryle.com/register/rr-course-membership/






Student Examples

Red = Original 

            Thought

Blue = Quote



Want to know more? 
Try my book or online course about incorporating
Reading Responses into your classroom routine!

In the book and course, you can learn:

Over 20 more categories

How I grade RRs

5 things you can do once students

have written RRs

How to turn RRs into longer papers

How to have students write a

Reading Response Analysis paper 

How to write your own RR categories

Why Reading Responses?
✓ Students practice using their own voices and thinking
✓ Not trying for “right answers”– just responsible reading
✓ Low-stakes writing / writing fluency
✓ Constant metacognitive practice
✓ More genuine, fruitful discussions
✓ Culture of trust / confidence / differentiation
✓ Opportunities for self-analysis and reflection

https://www.heinemann.com/products/e08867.aspx
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e08867.aspx
http://marilynpryle.com/register/rr-course-membership/



